
Treading more lightly

Globally, over five years, we have reduced specific 
process water extracted by 3.8%.  

Using less process water (m3/adt)
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Our business relies on natural capital, 
particularly on woodfibre, land and 
water. Accordingly, we aim to tread more 
lightly on the Planet by responsible 
management of these resources.
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Woodfibre sourced from forests 
close to each mill. Softwood and 
hardwood pulp is sourced from 
Europe and the Americas. 

Primary species used: 
Spruce and pine (softwoods) 
and beech, eucalyptus, poplar, 
aspen (hardwoods). No owned 
forest land. 

Wood sourced from landowners 
and commercial loggers. Woodfibre 
is procured from temperate forests 
in Maine, New Hampshire, 
Michigan, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin and from the Canadian 
provinces of New Brunswick, 

Quebec and Ontario. No owned 
forest land.

Primary species used: 
Maple, poplar, aspen, beech and 
birch (hardwoods) and spruce, 
pine and fir (softwoods).

Woodfibre sourced from forests 

Europe

Wood sourced from landowners Wood sourced from landowners 
and commercial loggers. Woodfibre and commercial loggers. Woodfibre 
is procured from temperate forests 
in Maine, New Hampshire, 
Michigan, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin and from the Canadian Wisconsin and from the Canadian 
provinces of New Brunswick, 

North 
America

Access to 516,000 hectares 
plantations, of which approximately
-  379,000 hectares are 
 owned or leased, and
-  129,000 hectares are 
 contracted supply. 

Primary species used:  
Eucalyptus (hardwood) 
and pine (softwood).

Access to 

 owned or leased,  owned or leased, 

 contracted supply. 

Southern
Africa

Recyclable

 
Biodegradeable

 

Some of our 
packaging papers are 
compostable.

Our products come 
from nature and 
return to nature.

Ensuring 
responsible 

management of 
our woodfibre 

sources

We recognise these credible third-party forest certification 
systems: the Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®)1, the 
Programme for the Endorsement of Forest CertificationTM 
(PEFCTM), the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) and 
other PEFC-endorsed systems.
Our plantations in South Africa are 

100% FSC-certified.
Globally 75.2% of the woodfibre used comes from 
certified forests and plantations, the rest from known, 
controlled and non-controversial sources.
Approximately a third of our land in South Africa is set 
aside for conservation purposes.

“Trees and forests play an essential 
role in mitigating the impact of climate 

change. Planting trees is one of the 
most important things we can do to 

contribute to the health of the planet.”

António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General, 
message on the International Day of Forests 2018

Oxygen is released 
through respiration.

Atmospheric carbon is 
fixed by trees and other 

vegetation through 
photosynthesis.

Aboveground carbon 
is stored in stems, 
branches and foliage.

Fallen leaves and 
branches add 

carbon to soils.

Some carbon is 
internally 

transferred from 
aboveground 

to belowground 
carbon soils.

Belowground carbon: 
roots, litter.

Soil carbon: 
organic, inorganic.

Some carbon is 
transferred from 
belowground carbon 
(for example root 
mortality) to the soils.

Carbon is transferred 
to the atmosphere 
through soil respiration.

Responsible production and consumption

The forests and plantations from which we source woodfibre help 
mitigate global warming by acting as carbon sinks.

Globally, over five years we have:

• Increased energy self-sufficiency by 5.6%.
• Reduced emissions by:

Specific 
indirect (Scope 2) 

emissions by

13.34%

Specific direct 
(Scope 1) and 

indirect (Scope 2) 
emissions by 

3.4%

Specific 
particulate matter 

emissions by 

10.4%

Specific NOx 
emissions by  

12%
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1 Sappi licence number: FSC-C015022.


